Armory Subcommittee Update 2/11/08
The Armory Subcommittee—under the auspices of the East End Neighborhood Association (EENA)—was formed in August of 2007.  We’d like to articulate a strategic vision for the Armory site that meets long-term city and neighborhood goals and creates a perpetual asset for the entire community.  We hope to draft a set of recommendations that EENA’s board can forward to elected officials and City staff for consideration.  By having a strong and inclusive public process up front we can provide the City of Boise and any future developers with a clear sense of neighborhood and community needs and priorities. We have been motivated by the City of Boise’s current plan to auction the Armory property in the fall of 2008 as well as the City’s expressed interest in the neighborhood’s recommendations on the site. 

Our committee has just completed a two month Visioning Process with the University of Idaho Urban Research and Design Center Students directed by Sherry McKibben.  The two presentations involved 80 participants from EENA, the public at large, city employees, developers, and other interested parties.

A quick summary of the opinions expressed during the presentations reveals that nearly all participants prefer the Armory structure be preserved either in whole or in part and at least the façade and middle arched section.  There is consensus about a mixed use approach with combinations of housing (owner occupied/workforce housing) and a variety of suggestions for the Armory structure itself i.e. school, public market, community garden, small retail/coffee shop, office space, daycare, meeting space, green building utilizing geothermal water, green business incubator, storage, artist live/work lofts, and athletic facility to name just a few.

Neighborhood priorities focus on pedestrian friendliness, traffic impacts, noise pollution, height restrictions (about 40’ max), flood plain, aesthetics (visually friendly), and sustainability.

In response to the question:  “Do you consider the Armory an asset to the community at large, citywide or neighborhood?” most responded that it is an asset for both the community and the neighborhood for its potential use as well as its historical value.

We want to share these results with you and encourage you to share it as you see fit.  The Armory site has generated a lot of dialogue and interest since we began this process.  Please visit our comprehensive website at www.reservestreetarmory.com; some sections of interest include the FAQ and Suggested uses pages.  If you have comments you’d like to share we invite you to post them on the website or contact me directly.
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